
UNIT 6 
Bu�ld�ng 21st century

sk�lls



Goals of the Unit

To teach Engl�sh by us�ng technology and
journal�sm �n a cooperat�ve way



Introduction
In th�s �ntegrated sk�lls lesson, students w�ll work on the top�c of cl�mate change, part�cularly cons�der�ng
the follow�ng features: 
1. The current s�tuat�on of the planet, changes �n the last centur�es as a result of anthrop�c act�ons,
d�sappearance of an�mal and plant spec�es w�th consequent �nfluence on ecosystems;
2. Act�v�t�es wh�ch are st�ll carr�ed out legally or not and wh�ch should be regulated, �f not proh�b�ted;
3. Pol�t�cal respons�b�l�t�es and �nfluence of large of strong compan�es that can "or�ent" the press,
sc�ent�f�c research and op�n�ons towards the ma�ntenance of status quo at the expense of the future of
the planet;
4. Soc�al �mpact of the problem d�fferent ways of fac�ng the effects of heat�ng
5. Analys�s of the state of the planet, compared to recent decades, w�th the help of stud�es carr�ed out by
space agenc�es;
6. Future of the planet, poss�ble scenar�os, contr�but�on that each of us can make to the solut�on of
problem.
Students w�ll make pred�ct�ons, watch the v�deo and answer quest�ons, then cons�der and d�scuss how
cl�mate change has affected where they l�ve, and how �t may affect where they l�ve �n the future.

Lesson 1 Cl�mate Change



Age group Level

CEF Level B2Secondary students

T�me 

90 m�nutes



AİMS
1 - To develop �ntegrated sk�lls:
l�sten�ng and speak�ng and wr�t�ng
around the top�c of cl�mate change 

2 - To develop sk�lls for summar�s�ng
aud�ov�sual content 

3 - To get �nfo and data to wr�te an
art�cle about cl�mate change 



Materials

Student
worksheet

Video "Before
the flood: official
trailer and full
movie National

Geographic

Leonardo Di
Caprio's

Speech at UN



Procedure

Lead-in (10 min)

Bra�nstorm some of the effects of cl�mate change w�th students.

Show the two p�ctures �n the l�nks below and d�scuss what effects
cl�mate change �s hav�ng on our planet (r�s�ng sea levels, �ncrease �n
�ntens�ty of cyclones, �ce melt�ng, ozone hole).
 

https://emtv.com.pg/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/IPCC-
Empathet�c-on- Pac�f�c-Threat-med�a.jpg 
http://as�afoundat�on.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/BangladeshKhulna.jpg



Procedure

Pre-viewing task (15-20 mins)

 Expla�n to students that they are go�ng to watch a v�deo about cl�mate change

Before show�ng the v�deo, ask students to look at the words and express�ons
�ncluded on worksheet A a�med to focus the�r attent�on on the �ssue. They should
wr�te a short paragraph about the v�deo, pred�ct�ng what they th�nk the v�deo w�ll
be about us�ng as many express�ons from the worksheet as poss�ble.

(Mult�-level classes: students who m�ght have d�ff�culty complet�ng th�s task could
work �n pa�rs. Students who m�ght f�nd the task easy could work alone. You could also
pa�r stronger students w�th weaker students)



Procedure

Video viewing task 1 (15 mins)

Show the v�deo and ask  students to:
L�sten and t�ck the express�ons �ncluded �n worksheet A they hear

Compare the paragraph they wrote w�th the actual v�deo to see how close the�r
pred�ct�ons were.

L�nk to the v�deo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9xFFyUOpXo

.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9xFFyUOpXo


Post-v�ew�ng task (10-15 m�ns): 
Ask students to ed�t or rewr�te the�r summary paragraph so that �t �s a
correct descr�pt�on of the v�deo.

Procedure

 Qu�z t�me (10 m�nutes):
Ask students to answer a mult�ple- cho�ce quest�ons on worksheet B to
self-assess “How green they are”



Procedure

Follow-up discussion (15-20 minutes)

Ask students to look at the d�scuss�on statements on the�r worksheet C. G�ve them
5 m�nutes to read the statements and make notes about each to help them form
the�r �deas.

After 5 m�nutes, �nv�te students to compare the�r notes w�th a partner. Encourage
them to d�scuss the�r �deas w�thout read�ng d�rectly from the�r notes.

Whole class feedback, or feedback �n groups �f you have very large classes. Inv�te
students to share the�r thoughts w�th the whole class.



Procedure

Extension activity (Homework) 

Watch the mov�e “Before the Flood: Full mov�e Nat�onal
Geograph�c”
Watch the v�deo about Leonardo D� Capr�o’s speech at the
UN 
Wr�te an art�cle about cl�mate change for the school onl�ne
magaz�ne 



   Everybody’s concern

   Stop pollut�ng

Em�ss�on

Product�on

New awareness

  Emergency

  Destruct�on

  Mass demonstrat�on

  Greenhouse gases 

   Devastat�on

Worksheet A

Worksheet A
01 0202 Worksheet A



Worksheet B

You are busy �n your house t�dy�ng up go�ng from room to room spend�ng 5 to 10 m�nutes �n each. Wh�ch �s the best way to
save energy?

1.

Sw�tch the l�ghts on and off every t�me you move from room to rooma.
Keep the l�ghts on as you move about the houseb.

You are hungry and want to bake a potato. Wh�ch method �s ‘greener’?2.
Put �t �n an electr�c oven for an houra.
Qu�ckly zap �t �n the m�crowaveb.

You are th�rsty so you go to a café to buy a dr�nk. What do you choose?3.
A bottle of m�neral watera.
A cup of coffee �n a polystyrene cupb.

You need a new sh�rt / blouse and there are two that you l�ke �n the shop. You look at the label and see that one �s made of
100% pure natural cotton and the other �s 50% polyester. You want to be as env�ronmentally fr�endly as you can.  

4.

          Wh�ch one do you choose? 
The 100% cotton sh�rt
The 50% polyester sh�rt

     5. Do you leave the tap on when you brush your teeth?
Yesa.
Nob.

How Green are you?
02



Worksheet B

As well as putt�ng the�r health and the health of those around them �n danger, smokers also put the
env�ronment �n danger.

1.

Truea.
Falseb.

Wh�ch �s the ‘greenest’ way to wash your clothes?2.
Mach�ne wash �n cold watera.
Hand wash �n hot waterb.

Wh�ch form of transport �s better for the env�ronment?3.
Dr�v�ng by cara.
Fly�ng by planeb.

When you go to the supermarket how do you take your shopp�ng home?4.
In plast�c carr�er bags from the supermarketa.
In your own bag or basketb.

If you have the cho�ce, how do you prefer to buy a cold dr�nk �n a café?5.
In a cana.
In a glass bottleb.

How green are you?
05



How many d�d you get r�ght?
04

1-3 4-6 7-10

You have a lot
of changes to
make if you
want to be
greener.

Not bad! You
know about
how you can
help the planet.
You are quite
green.

Well done! You
have a very
green head on
your shoulders!

Worksheet B



I am worr�ed about cl�mate change 

Cl�mate change �sn't as ser�ous as people
say. People l�ke to worry about someth�ng!

There are s�mply too many people l�v�ng on
planet earth!

We are go�ng to lose many an�mal spec�es
and areas of low land �n the very near future
because of global warm�ng

Cl�mate change �s the most ser�ous threat to
our planet at the moment 

All countr�es should be forced to apply ser�ous
regulat�ons to reduce carbon em�ss�ons

Normal people can't do much to stop global
warm�ng

Everybody should do whatever they can to
save energy 

Worksheet C

Cl�mate change - D�scuss�on Statements

01



Introduction

The lesson beg�ns w�th a br�ef d�scuss�on about news and fake news.
 
Students then sk�m read two webpages. One webs�te �s about the Tree Octopus (a
spoof), wh�le the other �s about the Octopus Tree. 
After a br�ef read�ng comprehens�on act�v�ty, students study the webs�tes, us�ng a set
of quest�ons to help them. The goal �s to d�scover wh�ch one �s the fake webs�te and
why �t’s fake!

As a f�nal act�v�ty, students f�nd other fake news stor�es currently c�rculat�ng the
�nternet. They choose one from the l�st and des�gn a post or meme adv�s�ng the�r
fr�ends not to fall for �t.

Lesson 2 Fake news: can you
spot �t?



Age group Level

CEF Level B1+Secondary students

T�me 

45-60 m�nutes



AİMS
1 - To expand knowledge of vocabulary
related to news and the med�a  

2 - To ra�se students' awareness of fake
news trough d�scuss�on and read�ng

3 - To develop students' 21st-century
sk�lls, �nclud�ng cr�t�cal th�nk�ng,
collaborat�on and med�a l�teracy



Materials

Student
worksheet

Webpages:
 https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/

 https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-
tree-of-oregon

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-tree-of-oregon
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-tree-of-oregon


Procedure
Lead-in (5 - 10 min)

Tell the class that today’s lesson �s about real and fake news webs�tes.
Hand out the worksheet. Ask students to answer Q1 �n small groups.
Br�ng the class back together. El�c�t the mean�ng of ‘fake news’.
Encourage students to come up to the board and wr�te a s�mple def�n�t�on. Use prompts to
help them develop a more complete def�n�t�on as a class, e.g. Is �t del�berate? Is �t always a
complete l�e or does �t conta�n some true elements? Where do you f�nd �t? How �s �t spread?
Why �s �t done? Read out a def�n�t�on.

Answer key
Fake news: the del�berate spread�ng of m�s�nformat�on or hoaxes spread v�a trad�t�onal pr�nt and
broadcast news med�a or onl�ne med�a. Fake news �s wr�tten and publ�shed usually w�th the
�ntent to m�slead �n order to damage an agency, ent�ty or person, and/or ga�n f�nanc�ally or
pol�t�cally, often us�ng sensat�onal�st, d�shonest or outr�ght fabr�cated headl�nes and �mages to
�ncrease readersh�p. (W�k�ped�a)
Fake news: false stor�es that appear to be news, spread on the �nternet or us�ng other med�a,
usually created to �nfluence pol�t�cal v�ews or as a joke. (Cambr�dge D�ct�onary)



Procedure
Reading task (10-15 mins)

Introduce Q2 of the worksheet. Tell the class that they are go�ng to sk�m read two
webs�te pages. One s�te �s about a Tree Octopus, the other �s about an Octopus Tree.
(Important: don’t expla�n yet that one �s fake.)
Send students to the webs�tes (h�gh-tech). 

                  https://zapatop�.net/treeoctopus/
                  https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-tree-of-oregon

Set a t�me l�m�t. Mon�tor and help students as they read the two webs�tes qu�ckly,
look�ng for spec�f�c �nformat�on. D�scourage them from spend�ng a long t�me look�ng
up unknown vocabulary. Then br�efly check the answers.

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-tree-of-oregon


Procedure
Reading task (10-15 mins)

Answer key: Tree Octopus
Hab�tat: In the temperate ra�nforests of the west coast of North Amer�ca. Character�st�cs:
The octopus has e�ght arms. On average (measured from arm-t�p to mantle-t�p) �t �s 30–
33cm long. It �s amph�b�ous, �ntell�gent and �ts eyes�ght �s comparable to that of humans.
H�story: The octopus has become endangered because the fash�on �ndustry began to k�ll �t �n
large numbers and sell �t to the r�ch �n the form of hat ornaments.

Answer key: Octopus Tree
Hab�tat: Pac�f�c Northwest coast of the USA
Character�st�cs: The tree �tself extends from a central base that �s 15 metres around, and
�nstead of shoot�ng stra�ght up w�th a central trunk, the body of the tree spl�ts �nto a number
of smaller trunks.
H�story: It �s bel�eved to be around 250 to 300 years old. No one knows how th�s tree came to
have so many trunks.



Procedure

 Discovery activity (15–20 minutes)

Lead students �nto Q3. Expla�n that one of the two webs�tes was fake! Inv�te them
to guess wh�ch one, but don’t g�ve away the answer!
Turn to p.2 of the worksheet and expla�n that we can use f�ve W-quest�ons to help
us val�date webs�tes. Pre-teach some useful vocabulary from the W-quest�ons:
cred�ble/genu�ne/authent�c/leg�t�mate, susp�c�ous, sensat�onal, source, layout,
URL, headl�ne, reverse Google �mage search, Photoshop.
Ask students to work �n groups. Tell them to apply the W-quest�ons to the two
webs�tes �n order to f�nd out wh�ch one �s fake. Students make notes of the
ev�dence that shows the fake one. Note: students can d�v�de up the W-quest�ons
between them to make the act�v�ty qu�cker and eas�er.



Procedure
 Discovery activity (15–20 minutes)

F�nally, as a whole class, el�c�t the answers. Ask: Wh�ch one �s fake? (The Tree
Octopus). How do you know? El�c�t the ev�dence that proves �t’s fake (1. The URL �s
�ncomplete; 2. the content – see the sect�on on h�story – �s sensat�onal and not
cred�ble; 3. the �mages of the octopus cons�st ent�rely of artwork and
Photoshopped �mages – a reverse �mage search shows th�s; 4. there �s no ‘About Us’
sect�on or contact �nformat�on on the page; 5. a s�mple check on more cred�ble
webs�tes, such as Snopes and W�k�ped�a, reveals that the creature doesn’t ex�st.)
Opt�onal: Have students look at the W�k�ped�a entry for the Tree Octopus and the
Octopus Tree. Add�t�onally, �nv�te them to look at the Snopes page, wh�ch expla�ns
that �t’s fake. (Note that th�s excellent Tree Octopus s�te has been used �n schools
around the world to test students’ med�a l�teracy sk�lls.) 
Ask students: D�d you guess �t was fake? How? What do you th�nk of the qual�ty of
the fake webs�te?



Procedure

Project (or homework)

Introduce students to Q4. T�me allow�ng, encourage them to f�nd one (or more) of
the fake stor�es currently c�rculat�ng the Internet.
Have students create a meme, post or tweet, warn�ng the�r fr�ends not to fall for
th�s fake news story. They should supply a fact, e.g. the �mage �s fake.
Have them to use on l�ne and �nteract�ve games �n order to f�nd out fake games:

https://www.getbadnews.com/books/engl�sh/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/�dt-8760dd58-84f9-4c98-ade2-590562670096

https://med�um.com/@bobhone.des�gner/how-to-play-the-fact�t�ous-2018-news-
game-9969aaa8f2a7

https://www.hoax-slayer.net/
https://www.getbadnews.com/books/english/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-8760dd58-84f9-4c98-ade2-590562670096
https://medium.com/@bobhone.designer/how-to-play-the-factitious-2018-news-game-9969aaa8f2a7
https://medium.com/@bobhone.designer/how-to-play-the-factitious-2018-news-game-9969aaa8f2a7


Group d�scuss�on1.
Where do you get your news? Wh�ch sources do you use?
What do you th�nk about th�s sentence? ‘It must be true because I read �t on the �nternet.’ What do
you understand by ‘fake news’? Bra�nstorm some keywords you assoc�ate w�th �t.

Sk�m read the two webs�tes. Complete the table.1.
Go to these l�nks and read them qu�ckly. Make br�ef notes about the tree and the octopus.

https://zapatop�.net/treeoctopus/ https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-tree-of-oregon

Hab�tat Character�st�cs H�story 

Tree Octopus

Octopus Tree

Speak�ng and Read�ng

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-tree-of-oregon


Speak�ng and Read�ng 

3. Check the val�d�ty of the two webs�tes us�ng the FIVE Ws.
     Wh�ch s�te �s fake? How do you know �t’s fake?

4. F�nd one of these recent fake news stor�es. Create an �nformat�ve meme or post to warn your fr�ends about �t.

A we�rd cat w�th two legs was captured by Google Street V�ew.

Japan has the best f�reworks �n the world – the f�reworks are moons and stars. The world’s tallest teenager �s 6ft
11�n (210.82cm) and towers over her teacher.
A 79-year-old woman called Ab�ga�l wants to g�ve you $5.7 m�ll�on to d�str�bute to char�ty

Kentucky Fr�ed Ch�cken �s g�v�ng three free ch�cken buckets to everyone as a way of celebrat�ng the company's
67th ann�versary

The actor Peter D�nklage (who plays the character Tyr�on Lann�ster �n Game of Thrones) �s dead.



Speak�ng and Read�ng

WHERE does the �nformat�on come from?1.
Look at the URL. Does �t look fam�l�ar or cred�ble?
    
        2. WHEN was the post put onl�ne?
What's the date on the post? Is the date real? Is the post recent?
    
        3. WHO created the �nformat�on?
Who wrote the art�cle? Who took the photo?
    
        4. WHAT does the post or webs�te look l�ke?
Look at the layout. Is the webs�te well presented and carefully organ�sed? Look at the headl�ne. Is �t sensat�onal?
Is there an "About Us" sect�on w�th contact �nformat�on? Are sources g�ven for the �nformat�on? Is the spell�ng and
grammar correct?

      5. HOW do you know for certa�n that �t's true?
Check the content aga�n. Does any �nformat�on seem unl�kely? Too good (or too amaz�ng) to be true?

05


