
UNIT3 
Speak�ng �n
Journal�sm



Goals of the Unit

Introduct�on to  Speak�ng �n journal�sm
Us�ng journal�sm as a tool to �ncrease students'
mot�vat�on for language learn�ng 
Engag�ng �n journal�sm to �ncrease soft sk�lls and
d�g�tal l�teracy

How to conduct �nterv�ews?
 

How to lead students �n
comment�ng upon a subject?



Introduction
Speak�ng �n journal�sm refers to the �nclus�on  of d�rect quotes or
statements from sources �n news art�cles, reports, or broadcasts.
It �s a cruc�al aspect of journal�sm as �t allows readers, l�steners,
or v�ewers to hear d�rectly from the people �nvolved  �n a story,
such as eyew�tnesses, experts, or publ�c off�c�als. Includ�ng
speak�ng �n a news story not only prov�des valuable context  and
�ns�ght, but also lends cred�b�l�ty  to the report�ng by �dent�fy�ng
and attr�but�ng statements to the�r sources. It �s an essent�al tool
for journal�sts to report on events and �ssues accurately  and
eth�cally.

Teach�ng students how to use Speak�ng �n Journal�sm �s an �nnovat�ve tool to us�ng journal�sm as an
�nnovat�ve tool to �ncrease students’ mot�vat�on for language learn�ng, commun�cat�on, cooperat�on,

and creat�ve use of language. By us�ng journal�sm as a tool students can �mprove the�r (d�g�tal)
l�teracy and soft sk�lls 



Sk�lls: g�ve the �nterv�ewee the feel�ng
that you are not only hear�ng what they

are say�ng but act�vely l�sten�ng and
understand�ng the�r mean�ng and

�ntent�on

Att�tudes: Open-m�ndedness, pat�ence,
cur�os�ty, respect, non-judgment,

concentrat�on - be�ng respectful towards
the �nterv�ewee even �f you don’t

necessar�ly agree w�th what �s sa�d

Learning Outcomes 

Sk�lls: use research sk�lls to �dent�fy potent�al
cand�dates, use network�ng to connect,
negot�at�on sk�lls, t�me management,

�nterpersonal-sk�lls
 

Att�tudes: bu�ld a relat�onsh�p w�th the
�nterv�ewee, establ�sh trust and rapport,

encourage open and honest commun�cat�on,
agree on terms and cond�t�ons (t�me, locat�on,

durat�on, etc.)

Sk�lls: ask the r�ght quest�ons, clar�fy
doubts, respond effect�vely to answers

Att�tudes: clar�ty, conf�dence, open-
m�ndedness, respect, authent�c�ty - bu�ld
trust and cred�b�l�ty to engage better w�th

the �nterv�ewee

Identifying
Potential

Candidates

Active Listening Communication



Sk�lls: rema�n object�ve and �mpart�al
throughout the �nterv�ew process to l�m�t

b�ases and ensure fa�rness

Att�tudes: be�ng recept�ve to new �deas
and perspect�ves, stepp�ng back from
your own emot�ons and tak�ng a more

neutral v�ew, rat�onal�ty, fa�rness,
understand�ng other’s pos�t�ons,

�mpart�al�ty - stay�ng neutral and not
tak�ng s�des

Sk�lls: research�ng the cand�date and the�r
background, rev�ew�ng appl�cat�on mater�als,

creat�ng a l�st of relevant quest�ons to ask dur�ng
the �nterv�ew

 
Att�tudes: proact�v�ty - tak�ng �n�t�at�ve and

ant�c�pat�ng potent�al challenges beforehand,
pay�ng attent�on to deta�l, organ�zat�on - hav�ng

a clear structure and plan, d�sc�pl�ne - stay�ng
focused, flex�b�l�ty - be�ng able to make

adjustments when necessary, keep�ng a pos�t�ve
m�ndset 

Sk�lls: understand and share feel�ngs of
the other person, bu�ld rapport w�th the

cand�date and make them feel
comfortable dur�ng the �nterv�ew

Att�tudes: non-judgemental att�tude,
cur�os�ty - want�ng to learn more about
the person’s exper�ences, thoughts and

feel�ngs, w�ll�ng to ask quest�ons to ga�n a
deeper understand�ng, stay�ng humble by

recogn�z�ng that your own perspect�ve
may be l�m�ted or b�ased, valu�ng the

other person’s feel�ngs and perspect�ve by
treat�ng them w�th d�gn�ty and k�ndness

Preparation Objectivity Empathy



Sk�lls: read the �nterv�ewee’s body
language, fac�al express�ons, tone of vo�ce
and �dent�fy potent�al �ssues or concerns

Att�tudes: attent�on to deta�l, be�ng able
to not�ce small or subtle changes �n the

surround�ngs, d�scern�ng patterns or
trends �n what you observe, object�v�ty -

observe and �nterpret w�thout b�as or
preconce�ved not�ons

Sk�lls: adjust�ng the �nterv�ew quest�ons
accord�ng to the s�tuat�on and

�nterv�ewee’s responses

Att�tudes: be�ng w�ll�ng and able to
change your approach, behav�or or plans

�n response to chang�ng c�rcumstances
and new �nformat�on, be�ng w�ll�ng to

�nvest t�me and effort, be�ng able to
tolerate uncerta�nty and amb�gu�ty

Flexibility Observation



 A good interview - 
Step by Step 

Step 1: Prepare for the �nterv�ew
Step 2: Introduce yourself and the purpose of the �nterv�ew
Step 3: Beg�n the �nterv�ew
Step 4: Act�ve l�sten�ng
Step 5: Rema�n object�ve
Step 6: Record the �nterv�ew
Step 7: Express grat�tude
Step 8: Rev�ew and ed�t
Step 9: Comment
Step 10: Rev�ew and publ�sh



 

Step 1: Preparation

Step 2: Introduction 

Before the �nterv�ew, you should research the subject and gather
background �nformat�on. Determ�ne what spec�f�c quest�ons you
want to ask and make sure you have all the necessary equ�pment,

such as a record�ng dev�ce or notebook. Agree on terms and
cond�t�ons (locat�on, durat�on, t�me, etc.) and get perm�ss�ons for

record�ng or other forms of publ�sh�ng.

When you meet the �nterv�ewee, �ntroduce yourself and
expla�n the purpose of the �nterv�ew. Make sure they are

comfortable and understand the format and length of the
�nterv�ew.



 

Step 3: Start 

Step 4: Active Listening 

Start by ask�ng open-ended quest�ons that allow the
�nterv�ewee to prov�de deta�led answers. As the

�nterv�ew progresses, you can ask follow-up quest�ons to
clar�fy or expand upon the�r answers.

 As the �nterv�ewee speaks, act�vely l�sten to the�r
responses. Pay attent�on to the�r body language

and tone of vo�ce to better understand the�r
perspect�ve and feel�ngs.



 

Step 5: Objectivity

Step 6: Recording 

Rema�n object�ve throughout the �nterv�ew.
Avo�d personal b�ases or judgements and focus

on gather�ng the �nformat�on you need.

 If you have perm�ss�on, record the �nterv�ew
to ensure that you do not m�ss any �mportant

deta�ls. If record�ng �s not an opt�on, take
deta�led notes.



 

Step 7:  Gratitude

Step 8: Revision

After the �nterv�ew �s complete, thank the
�nterv�ewee for the�r t�me and �ns�ghts. Let them

know when and where the �nterv�ew w�ll be
publ�shed or how the �nformat�on w�ll be used.

After the �nterv�ew, rev�ew and ed�t the content
to ensure that �t �s accurate and coherent.



 

Step 9: Comment

Step 10: Publication

 Comment on the subject, prov�d�ng context and analys�s of
the �nterv�ew content. Th�s could �nvolve summar�z�ng the

key po�nts, h�ghl�ght�ng �nterest�ng or surpr�s�ng
�nformat�on, or offer�ng your perspect�ve on the subject

matter.

Rev�ew what you have wr�tten or produced �n terms of
comprehens�b�l�ty and ease-to-understand. Publ�sh the

�nterv�ew as agreed through your ava�lable channels
(soc�al med�a, pr�nt, TV, etc.) and �nv�te your aud�ence to

engage w�th your content.



To conduct a successful �nterv�ew, several methods and techn�ques are
needed to be �mplemented: 

Methods and Techniques

Research and Expert�se: Before comment�ng, journal�sts should conduct research to gather
relevant �nformat�on and facts.
T�mel�ness: Comments should be t�mely and relevant to the subject.
Clar�ty: Speak�ng clearly and conc�sely �s essent�al �n journal�sm. Use s�mple and easy-to-
understand language to ensure that your aud�ence can follow your message.
Avo�d lead�ng quest�ons: Lead�ng quest�ons can �nfluence an �nterv�ewee’s responses and may
comprom�se the accuracy of the �nformat�on gathered.
Enunc�at�on: Art�culate your words clearly and correctly to ensure that your aud�ence can
understand you.
Modulat�on: Vary the tone and p�tch of your vo�ce to keep your aud�ence/�nterv�ew partner
engaged and �nterested �n what you are say�ng.



Methods and Techniques
Pace: Speak at an appropr�ate pace, not too fast or too slow. 
Tak�ng notes: Tak�ng deta�led notes dur�ng the �nterv�ew �s essent�al to ensure that all relevant
�nformat�on �s captured.
Respect�ng pr�vacy: Journal�sts should respect the �nterv�ewee’s pr�vacy and only ask quest�ons
that are relevant to the story.
Paus�ng: Use pauses to emphas�ze �mportant po�nts and to allow your aud�ence to d�gest what you
are say�ng.
Emot�on: Use emot�on and �nflect�on to convey the tone and mood of your message.
Storytell�ng: Use storytell�ng techn�ques to make your message more engag�ng and memorable. 
V�sual a�ds: Ut�l�ze v�sual a�ds such as �mages or v�deos to support your message and enhance
�mpact. 
Follow�ng-up: Follow�ng up w�th �nterv�ewees after the �nterv�ew can help to clar�fy �nformat�on
and ensure that accurate report�ng �s ma�nta�ned.



Didactic Tools
Teach�ng through speak�ng �n journal�sm can be enhanced us�ng var�ous

d�dact�c tools, �nclud�ng:

Role-play�ng exerc�ses: Students can pract�ce
conduct�ng �nterv�ews and comment�ng on a

subject by role-play�ng as journal�sts and
�nterv�ewees.

Mock �nterv�ews: Teachers can create mock
�nterv�ew scenar�os for students to pract�ce

the�r �nterv�ew�ng sk�lls, �nclud�ng develop�ng
quest�ons, act�ve l�sten�ng, and follow-up

quest�ons.

Case stud�es: Teachers can use case stud�es to explore
d�fferent approaches to conduct�ng �nterv�ews and

comment�ng on a subject, h�ghl�ght�ng both successful
and unsuccessful examples.



Didactic Tools
Mult�med�a resources: V�deos and podcasts can

prov�de students w�th examples of effect�ve
�nterv�ew�ng and comment�ng techn�ques, and

can be used to spark d�scuss�on and analys�s.

Guest speakers: Inv�t�ng guest speakers, such as
journal�sts, reporters, or subject matter experts, can

prov�de students w�th valuable �ns�ghts and real-
world examples of conduct�ng �nterv�ews and

comment�ng on a subject.

Peer rev�ew: Students can prov�de feedback and
cr�t�que each other’s �nterv�ew and comment�ng

sk�lls, prov�d�ng construct�ve feedback to �mprove
the�r techn�ques.

Wr�t�ng ass�gnments: Students can pract�ce the�r comment�ng sk�lls through wr�t�ng
ass�gnments, such as op�n�on p�eces or cr�t�cal analyses of news art�cles or events. 



Evaluation Tools
By us�ng a var�ety of assessment and evaluat�on methods, teachers can ga�n a comprehens�ve

understand�ng of students’ progress and ach�evement �n the course, allow�ng them to adjust the�r
teach�ng methods and course content as needed to �mprove student learn�ng outcomes. 

In-class act�v�t�es and ass�gnments:
In-class act�v�t�es and ass�gnments
can prov�de format�ve assessment,

allow�ng the teacher to assess
student’s progress throughout the

course.

Speeches or presentat�ons:
Students can del�ver speeches or
presentat�ons on a top�c related

to the course, allow�ng the
teacher to assess the�r ab�l�ty to

commun�cate effect�vely and
engage the aud�ence.

Wr�tten ass�gnments:
Wr�tten ass�gnments,

such as reflect�on papers
or cr�t�cal analyses of

speeches, can allow the
teacher to assess

students’ ab�l�ty to
analyze and evaluate

d�fferent speak�ng
techn�ques.



Pre- and post-assessment: 
Conduct�on  of a pre-assessment of

students’ knowledge and
understand�ng of a part�cular top�c

before us�ng journal�sm as a teach�ng
tool, followed by a post-assessment

after the use of journal�sm, can help to
determ�ne the �mpact of us�ng
journal�sm on student learn�ng

outcomes.

Self-evaluat�ons: 
Students can evaluate the�r own progress
throughout the course, reflect�ng on the�r
strengths and weaknesses �n speak�ng �n

journal�sm.

Evaluation Tools
Peer evaluat�ons: 

Peer evaluat�ons can be used to
assess students’ ab�l�ty to prov�de

construct�ve feedback and cr�t�que
on the�r peers’ work.

Feedback forms: 
Feedback forms can be used to gather feedback from students on the course content,

teach�ng methods and overall learn�ng exper�ence. 



Resources
The resources that are be�ng used should always be adjusted to the student’s

level of knowledge of the Engl�sh language and accord�ng to that d�fferent
journal�sm outlets must be �ntroduced. 

FOR

BEGINNERS S�mple news art�cles: “News for K�ds”, “Break�ng News Engl�sh”
P�cture stor�es: “Storyb�rd”

Vocabulary l�sts: Creat�ng vocabulary l�sts that are spec�f�c to news top�cs
can help students learn new words and concepts related to current

events. Teachers can create the�r own l�sts or use resources l�ke “News �n
Levels”

News qu�zzes: “Newsela” (prov�des qu�zzes that are ta�lored to spec�f�c
read�ng levels)

D�scuss�on prompts: create your own prompt w�th “News-o-Mat�c”



Resources
INTERMEDIATE

LEVEL Textbooks and gu�des: “The Art of the Interv�ew” by Lawrence Grobel
Onl�ne courses: “Interv�ew�ng Sk�lls for Journal�sts” by Udemy; “Wr�t�ng and Ed�t�ng:
World Cho�ce and Word Order” offered by Coursera
Podcasts and v�deos: “Fresh A�r w�th Terry Gross”, “The Da�ly” by The New York T�mes,
TED Talks, BBC World Serv�ce, “Every Interv�ew Style Expla�ned”
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4E5DkR87SwI&ab_channel=MarkBone), 
Onl�ne news sources: CNN, BBC, The New York T�mes
Cross-cultural compar�sons: Us�ng news art�cles from d�fferent countr�es or cultures
can help students learn about d�fferent perspect�ves and pract�ces.
News art�cles: Us�ng news art�cles as a teach�ng tool can help students learn new
vocabulary, pract�ce read�ng comprehens�on, and �mprove the�r wr�t�ng sk�lls.
Teachers can choose art�cles that al�gn w�th the�r students’ �nterest or current events
accord�ng to the�r level of Engl�sh prof�c�ency. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4E5DkR87SwI&ab_channel=MarkBone


Activity Example 1
ROLE-PLAY

Th�s act�v�ty should prov�de a fun and
�nteract�ve way for h�gh school students to
pract�ce the�r �nterv�ew�ng sk�lls, develop

act�ve l�sten�ng and note-tak�ng sk�lls, and
learn about respectful and eth�cal �nterv�ew�ng

pract�ces.



Introduction
Introduce the purpose of the act�v�ty: to
pract�ce �nterv�ew�ng sk�lls
Expla�n that the act�v�ty w�ll �nvolve role-
play�ng as a journal�st and a h�gh school
student
Emphas�ze the �mportance of act�ve
l�sten�ng and note-tak�ng

Preparation
Before the Activity

D�v�de the class �nto pa�rs: one student w�ll
act as the journal�st, and the other as the h�gh
school student be�ng �nterv�ewed
Prov�de each pa�r w�th a set of �nterv�ew
quest�ons related to a top�c (e.g., school
clubs, extracurr�cular act�v�t�es, future career
goals)
G�ve students t�me to rev�ew the quest�ons
and prepare notes for the�r roles



Instruct students to beg�n the role play act�v�ty, w�th one student act�ng as
the journal�st and the other as the h�gh school student be�ng �nterv�ewed
Encourage students to ask follow-up quest�ons and act�vely l�sten to the

responses
Rem�nd students to take notes dur�ng the �nterv�ew

During the Activity



Br�ng the class back together and fac�l�tate a d�scuss�on about the role play
act�v�ty

Ask students to share the�r exper�ences, such as challenges they faced or
successful strateg�es they used

D�scuss how act�ve l�sten�ng and note-tak�ng are �mportant sk�lls for
journal�sts and how they can be appl�ed �n other contexts

Prov�de feedback on the qual�ty of quest�ons and note-tak�ng dur�ng the
�nterv�ews

After the Activity



Activity Example 2 
MULTIMEDIA ANALYSIS

Th�s act�v�ty can prov�de students w�th an
�nteract�ve way of learn�ng how to use
speak�ng �n journal�sm. Observ�ng and

analys�ng how the real med�a uses �nterv�ews
to get the�r stor�es across, g�ves students the
chance to exper�ence journal�sm f�rst hand. 



Introduction
Expla�n the purpose of the mult�med�a

analys�s

Prov�de an overv�ew of the benef�ts of

learn�ng how to conduct �nterv�ews

Descr�be how the analys�s w�ll work

Preparation

Before the Activity

Prov�de examples of d�fferent types of med�a
that could be analyzed, such as podcasts,
v�deos, or news art�cles
Descr�be how to conduct the analys�s,
�nclud�ng the steps �nvolved and what to look
for and prov�de gu�del�nes
Let students chose the�r own �nterv�ew from 
 a pool of news outlets you prov�de based on
the�r �nterests 



Increased engagement and mot�vat�on

Personal�zat�on of learn�ng exper�ence 

Var�ety of med�a types 

Cr�t�cal th�nk�ng sk�lls 

Real-world relevance

Excursus: Benefits of letting
students chose their own interview



Students should work �ndependently or �n small groups to analyze the
med�a they have chosen. 
They should take notes and use the analys�s gu�del�nes prov�ded by
the teacher.
Throughout the act�v�ty, the teacher should be ava�lable to answer
any quest�ons and prov�de support as needed.

During the Activity



The students should come together for a group d�scuss�on. 
By ra�s�ng quest�ons about the pr�nc�ples of analys�s and �nv�t�ng
students to contr�bute the�r f�nd�ngs and perspect�ves, the �nstructor
can dr�ve the d�scuss�on.
Encourag�ng pup�ls to conduct the�r own �nterv�ews �n the future
us�ng what they have learned �n the analys�s.

After the Activity
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