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Goals of the Unit

Introduct�on to Cr�t�cal Read�ng
The Elements of Cr�t�cal Read�ng
Strateg�es for Cr�t�cal Read�ng
Cr�t�cal Read�ng and Journal�sm
Us�ng Cr�t�cal Read�ng �n Classroom-Act�v�t�es



Introduction
Cr�t�cal read�ng �s the act�ve, analyt�cal read�ng of texts
w�th the goal of understand�ng deep mean�ng and
form�ng a thoughtful response. It �nvolves ask�ng
quest�ons, mak�ng connect�ons, and analyz�ng
arguments to deepen your engagement w�th the text.

 
 

 

 
 

By hon�ng students cr�t�cal read�ng sk�lls, you can unlock a world of knowledge and �ns�ght,
ass�t�ng them to become  more engaged and thoughtful readers wh�le devlop�ng the�r �nterpret�ve
sk�lls.

 

 
WARM-UP

Start w�th ask�ng students what they understand
when they hear cr�t�cal read�ng?



Why Critical Reading
Matters?

Develop�ng cr�t�cal read�ng sk�lls enables 
 to make �nformed dec�s�ons based on

accurate, thoughtful analys�s of
�nformat�on.

Cr�t�cal read�ng sk�lls pave the way for
effect�ve commun�cat�on, �mprov�ng

�nterpret�ve sk�llls and ensur�ng  �deas to
be well-supported and well-art�culated.

By hon�ng  cr�t�cal read�ng sk�lls, students
can become a l�felong learner, constantly

seek�ng to deepen the�r understand�ng
and broaden the�r hor�zons.

Informed
Decisions

Effective
Communication

Lifelong
Learning



 
Quest�on�ng

 
Analyz�ng

 
Cr�t�cal readers analyze
arguments, break down
complex �deas, and pay
attent�on to rhetor�cal
dev�ces and persuas�ve

techn�ques.
 

Mak�ng Connect�ons  
Cr�t�cal readers make

connect�ons between what
they are read�ng and what
they already know, as well

as between d�fferent
texts.

 

The Elements of Critical Reading

 
Effect�ve cr�t�cal readers

ask quest�ons before,
dur�ng, and after they

read to extract the most
mean�ng.

 
 

Evaluat�ng  
Cr�t�cal readers evaluate

arguments for b�ases and
assumpt�ons, assess the
cred�b�l�ty of the author,

and judge the overall
qual�ty of the text.

 



STRATEGIES FOR CRITICAL READING

1 - Act�ve Read�ng

Underl�ne, h�ghl�ght, and annotate
�mportant sect�ons of the text as you
read to stay engaged and focused.

2 - Summar�z�ng & Synthes�z�ng

Summar�ze key po�nts �n your own
words and synthes�ze d�fferent sources
to develop a deeper understand�ng.

3 - Quest�on�ng

Ask thought-provok�ng quest�ons as
you read, such as "What ev�dence
supports th�s argument?" or "What
assumpt�ons �s the author mak�ng?"



People learn through reading, and
reading about interesting new
things in one’s interest subject,
undoubtedly helps motivation.

 

Paul Sanderson, 2002



After g�v�ng an �ntroduct�on about cr�t�cal read�ng, �mplement the act�v�ty 
       'What �s cr�t�cal read�ng?

CRITICAL READINGNON-CRITICAL READING

Activity

Pass�ve

Just the facts

Gull�ble

React�ve

Act�ve

What,How,Why

Skept�cal

Purposeful

You should; ask the ma�n
d�fferences between non-
cr�t�cal and cr�t�cal
read�ng, then ask the
students to spec�fy the
d�fferences w�th one word.

G�ve 15 m�n for the act�v�ty
Share the results w�th�n
the classroom 
Start a conversat�on why
they chose these words



Unlocking the Power
of Critical Reading

Critical reading techniques

D�st�ngu�sh�ng Fact from Op�n�on
Interpret�ng Connotat�ons of Words
D�scover�ng the Author’s Po�nt Of V�ew
Mak�ng Inference

Students must grasp the �deas that gave r�se to the quest�ons �n order
to use them �n pract�ce effect�vely. As a result, the f�rst stage �n
teach�ng students to read cr�t�cally �s to fam�l�ar�ze them w�th the sub-
sk�lls of cr�t�cal read�ng and g�ve them the task of �dent�fy�ng these
sub-sk�lls �n actual texts. 
 



Unlocking the Power
of Critical Reading

Distinguishing Fact from Opinion

The wr�t�ngs we read typ�cally m�x factual and subject�ve comments. A person's un�que
react�on to the world around them �s expressed �n statements of op�n�on. Contrar�ly,
facts don't analyze the world; they only represent �t. Contrary to assert�ons of op�n�on,
statements of fact may be ver�f�ed as true by your own personal observat�on, h�stor�cal
research, and sc�ent�f�c stud�es.

The ab�l�ty to d�st�ngu�sh statements of fact from statements of op�n�on �s essent�al for
students to dec�de whether an author's op�n�ons are just�f�ed or unjust�f�ed. 

An op�n�on �s just�f�ed �f the author prov�des a number of conv�nc�ng facts to support
�t, and readers may even want to make �t the�r own. However, unjust�f�ed op�n�ons
should be treated w�th skept�c�sm and readers should do further read�ng on the
subject.



Unlocking the Power
of Critical Reading

Interpreting Connotations of Words

In many texts, espec�ally those a�med for persuas�on, authors often use h�ghly
connotat�ve language to make the�r wr�t�ng persuas�ve or conv�nc�ng. Th�s �s because �t
�s not always what we say, but how we say �t that �nfluences people. 

Students should be aware of the connotat�ons of the words used when read�ng, as they
w�ll be less l�kely to be �nfluenced w�thout be�ng aware of �t.

 
.



Unlocking the Power
of Critical Reading

Discovering the Author’s Point Of View

Wr�ters somet�mes attempt to persuade readers to embrace the�r op�n�ons �n a var�ety
of texts. In order to do th�s, they m�ght employ a "spec�al" po�nt of v�ew, wh�ch �s the
perspect�ve from wh�ch the author th�nks, expresses, or conveys h�s thoughts or �deas,
�n add�t�on to unfounded op�n�ons and connotat�ve mean�ngs. Some authors are prone
to prejud�ce s�nce someone's v�s�on and cons�derat�on are greatly �mpacted by h�s or
her pol�t�cal preferences, rel�g�ous bel�efs, sex, nat�onal�ty, or geograph�c upbr�ng�ng.
Understand�ng the wr�ter's po�nt of v�ew �s essent�al for readers to do �n order to
�dent�fy h�s object�ves or prejud�ces. 



Unlocking the Power
of Critical Reading

Making Inference

Inferenc�ng �s a mental process by wh�ch we reach a conclus�on based on spec�f�c
ev�dence. It �s essent�al �n read�ng because readers get much of what they understand
through a text �nd�rectly. Readers construct mean�ng by what they take the words to
mean and how they process sentences to f�nd mean�ng. They draw on the�r knowledge
of the language and convent�ons of soc�al commun�cat�on, as well as knowledge of the
author, occas�on, or aud�ence. They �nfer unstated mean�ngs based on soc�al
convent�ons, shared knowledge, shared exper�ence, and shared values. They make
sense of remarks by recogn�z�ng �mpl�cat�ons and draw�ng conclus�ons.



To promote the students’ critical reading

Students may be g�ven two journals that express vastly d�fferent
po�nts of v�ew on the same subject �n order to encourage the�r use
of cr�t�cal read�ng �n �dent�fy�ng the author's knowledge, �ntent,
att�tude, and b�as. The texts may then be followed by d�scuss�ons
and debates between the students. 

The teacher must cons�der the texts' substance wh�le choos�ng
them to make sure that �t relates to subjects �n wh�ch the pup�ls
are truly �nterested. In order for the students to understand
themselves from a d�fferent perspect�ve, the teacher can also
locate works that offer a fore�gn v�ewpo�nt on the students'
nat�on or culture.

READING ACTIVITY



The bas�c object�ve of Engl�sh educat�on v�a journal�sm �s to help students become more
fluent �n both spoken and wr�tten Engl�sh. 

In journal�sm, there �s a s�gn�f�cant amount of read�ng and wr�t�ng requ�red wh�ch makes �t a
potent�al tool for language development. Add�t�onally, Engl�sh spell�ng, grammar, and
vocabulary correct�ons are s�gn�f�cantly s�mpler �n journal�sm. 

It covers some of the more techn�cal components of wr�t�ng and read�ng taht enchances
cr�t�cal engagement. For �nstance, how paragraphs are put together, what a top�c sentence �s,
and how news p�eces are put together. 

 Critical Reading and 
Journalism



1 - Look for Loaded Language

Words that are meant to el�c�t an
emot�onal response, such as "ev�l"
or "heartwarm�ng," can be a clue
to the author's b�ases. 2 - Cons�der the Source

Th�nk cr�t�cally about the author's
background, exper�ence, and
mot�vat�ons, wh�ch can �nfluence
the�r perspect�ve.

3 - Spot the Assumpt�ons
Assumpt�ons are unspoken bel�efs that
support an argument. Look for clues to
assumpt�ons �n the author's cho�ce of
words and ev�dence.

4 - Seek Alternate
Perspect�ves
Read�ng texts that challenge
your own bel�efs and op�n�ons
can help you �dent�fy b�ases
and assumpt�ons �n your own
th�nk�ng.

IDENTIFYING BIAS AND
ASSUMPTIONS



Activity
Choose a local journal

G�ve d�fferent parts of the
journal for students to read

In the end they should
answer the quest�on 'Am I
read�ng cr�t�cally?' through
the d�agram

PURPOSE

IDENTITY ANALYSIS

CONTEXT

Why am I read�ng th�s? What connects th�s
work to others?

AM I READING CRITICALLY?

What �s the author's 
ma�n �dea?

What �s my op�n�on 
on the ma�n �dea(s)?



Cr�t�cal read�ng strateg�es that can be used �n
classroom teach�ng:

Learn�ng about a text before really read�ng �t. 
The teacher asks students to prepare for the class
by g�v�ng them pr�nted mater�al to read a few
m�nutes before class. Prev�ew�ng enables
students to get an �dea of what the mater�al �s
about and how �t �s organ�zed before read�ng �t
more carefully. Th�s �nvolves scann�ng the text to
f�nd spec�f�c �nformat�on, sk�mm�ng to get a
general �dea of the content and organ�zat�on of
the text, and �dent�fy�ng the purpose of the
wr�t�ng. Th�s usually takes a short per�od of t�me
and both the students and the teacher get a br�ef
understand�ng of what they are go�ng to deal
w�th �n the class.

When we read, �t �s w�se to place a text �n �ts
h�stor�cal, b�ograph�cal, and cultural
contexts.Why �s th�s necessary?Cr�t�cal read�ng �s
a type of read�ng that �nvolves not only gett�ng
the bas�c understand�ng of the read�ng mater�al,
but also understand�ng the author's thoughts and
�deas. It requ�res not only the readers'
part�c�pat�on, but also the background knowledge
of the mater�al. Non-cr�t�cal readers ma�nly read
to learn the facts of a certa�n s�tuat�on, wh�le
cr�t�cal readers read more deeply and carefully to
try to work out how th�s s�tuat�on ex�sts and the
poss�ble reasons h�dden.

Pre-read�ng: Read�ng �n context:
01 02



Cr�t�cal read�ng strateg�es that can be used �n
classroom teach�ng are clearly stated as the
follow�ng:

When students read �n classroom, they use the�r
own exper�ence to d�scover un�que perspect�ves
and employ d�fferent techn�ques to get better
comprehens�on of the read�ng mater�al. Pre-
read�ng helps them ga�n a general �dea and d�g
�nto the text to have deta�led read�ng.
Add�t�onally, w�de background knowledge and
contextual�zat�on help them ach�eve a better
understand�ng of the mater�al they read. In
classroom teach�ng, students need to use all
effect�ve methods to ach�eve the�r read�ng goals.

Ask�ng quest�ons about the content. The most
�mportant deta�ls �n th�s text are that students are
accustomed to teachers ask�ng them quest�ons
about the text they read. Th�s �s a normal way �n
read�ng teach�ng and often works. In cr�t�cal
read�ng, students are asked to des�gn quest�ons
themselves to help them understand the mater�al
and respond to �t more fully. Each quest�on
should focus on a ma�n �dea, not on �llustrat�ons
or deta�ls, and should be expressed �n the�r own
words. Th�s strategy helps students understand
the mater�al better and remember �t longer,
espec�ally �n d�ff�cult academ�c read�ngs.

Read�ng �n context: Further the understand�ng by ask�ng
quest�ons and answer�ng them: 02 03



Cr�t�cal read�ng strateg�es that can be used �n
classroom teach�ng are clearly stated as the
follow�ng:

The read�ng mater�al that the pup�ls read may
quest�on the�r att�tudes, the�r unconsc�ously held
bel�efs, or the�r pos�t�ons on current top�cs. That’s
why a lot of students m�ght feel bew�ldered or
even anx�ous when read�ng. They requ�re more
t�me to th�nk and reorgan�ze the thoughts they
ga�n from the read�ng mater�al; then �t �s feas�ble
for them to obta�n further knowledge of the text
after read�ng.

Ident�fy�ng the ma�n �deas and restat�ng them �n
the�r own words.Outl�n�ng and summar�z�ng are
�mportant strateg�es for understand�ng the
content and structure of a read�ng select�on.
Engl�sh teachers often use these methods to help
students understand the text. When teach�ng
students to pract�ce outl�n�ng and summar�z�ng,
they are taught to recogn�ze the bas�c structure of
the text and try to recogn�ze the ma�n �deas,
support�ng �deas, and examples the author uses.
The ma�n �deas form the backbone of a text.

 Further th�nk�ng and reflect�ons after read�ng. Outl�n�ng and summar�z�ng:
04 05



Cr�t�cal read�ng strateg�es that can be used �n
classroom teach�ng are clearly stated as the
follow�ng:

Summar�z�ng a text �s d�fferent from outl�n�ng, wh�ch �nvolves l�st�ng all the �mportant facts and examples
together. Outl�n�ng requ�res a close analys�s of the mater�al, wh�le summar�z�ng requ�res creat�ve synthes�s. 
The students are requ�red to put �deas together �n the�r own words and �n a more condensed form, wh�ch shows
how read�ng cr�t�cally can lead to a deeper understand�ng. Cr�t�cal read�ng �nvolves th�nk�ng wh�le read�ng, wh�ch
�s the pr�mary purpose of cr�t�cal read.

Outl�n�ng and summar�z�ng:
05

Cr�t�cal read�ng strateg�es encourage readers to have an act�ve engagement w�th the text and prov�de them w�th a
useful record of the�r read�ng. They should have a clear focus for read�ng and set the�r read�ng goals clearly. 

Once they read cr�t�cally, they obta�n a deeper and better understand�ng of the read�ng mater�al. 



Th�s act�v�ty, w�ll st�mulate cr�t�cal and Engl�sh sk�lls of the students through quest�ons that ask  to read and do a
cr�t�cal rev�ew of the var�ous resources prov�ded. Here are some deta�led quest�ons that you can apply the act�v�ty
w�t�h�n the classroom.

ACTIVITY

Who �s speak�ng or wr�t�ng?
What �s the�r po�nt of v�ew or perspect�ve?
What �deas and �nformat�on are presented and 

Are there unsupported assert�ons?
Are relevant reasons or ev�dence prov�ded?
Is the method used to f�nd the ev�dence sound?
Is the ev�dence correct or val�d?

         how were they obta�ned?

What assumpt�ons have been made?
What �s fact and what �s op�n�on?
What are the �mpl�c�t and expl�c�t values?
Are there unreasonable general�sat�ons?
What has been om�tted?
How was the conclus�on reached?
Is the conclus�on reasonable?
What other perspect�ves or po�nts of v�ew could
there be?



ANALYZING ARGUMENTS
 

1 - Ident�fy the Issue

Determ�ne the central �ssue or
quest�on that the author �s

address�ng.
 

2 - Exam�ne the Ev�dence

Assess the qual�ty and relevance of
the ev�dence used to support the

author's argument.
 

3 - Cons�der
Counterarguments

Th�nk cr�t�cally about
oppos�ng v�ews and

arguments �n order to
better evaluate the author's

pos�t�on.
 

4 - Evaluate the
Argument

Use  cr�t�cal read�ng sk�lls to
evaluate the overall qual�ty

and effect�veness of the
author's argument.

 



Another cruc�al part of the cr�t�cal read�ng �s know�ng how to read. Read�ng sk�lls are essent�al for
students to fully understand the journal espec�ally �n Engl�sh. But also,tak�ng notes, teachers or
students probably w�ll th�nk 'Why talk about tak�ng notes' when th�s sect�on's called "Cr�t�cal read�ng
techn�ques"? Well, �t's because mak�ng notes �s an essent�al part of the read�ng process. 
It helps people to �nternal�se d�ff�cult �deas by putt�ng them �nto the�rown words and can help them to
be more focused dur�ng exam rev�s�on. 

Tak�ng notes �s a sk�ll that students w�ll develop w�th pract�ce. There �s no r�ght or wrong way. 
They just need to f�nd a method that su�ts them, such as us�ng bullet po�nts, m�nd maps and d�agrams,
h�ghl�ght�ng, annotat�ng or underl�n�ng s�gn�f�cant words.

Students are more l�kely to remember mater�al they have thought about and made notes on than
mater�al they have read pass�vely.

 ESSENTIALS
 



EVALUATION

Understand�ng the mean�ng of a word �n a sentence.

Understand�ng based on clues d�rect �n the text.

Form�ng an op�n�on by br�ng�ng extra �nformat�on.

VOCABULARY

INFERRING

REORGANISATION

LITERAL

Understand�ng when clues are �mpl�ed rather than l�teral.

Understand�ng when clues are separated �n the text.

READING SKILLS
 

DECODING

REACTION

Know�ng the words we read.

Express�ng an op�n�on based the  �nfo �n the text.

FLUENCY 

AND 

EXPRESSIO
N



F�rst wr�t�ng down the ma�n po�nts.
Then summar�s�ng, condens�ng and organ�s�ng the notes so that they can be used when
wr�t�ng ass�gnments or rev�s�ng for exams.

what �s expected of them, 
what each journal refers to
how you learn best, so you can choose the most effect�ve techn�ques.

Many students f�nd �t effect�ve to take notes �n two stages.
1.
2.

In general,  notes should be br�ef and to the po�nt. Students should take t�me to th�nk about

Rev�s�t�ng  notes w�ll help them understand the mater�al.

 How to Take Notes
 
 



Don't wr�te everyth�ng down, a�m to get the g�st of the top�c or the ma�n po�nts.
 Use a quest�on mark to h�ghl�ght the po�nt you do not understand �n your notes and come back to �t later. Th�s
can be an Engl�sh vocabulary students do not know. Encourage them to  check the d�ct�onary and wr�te the
translat�on on the top of the word.
Don't lose track of the purpose �n mak�ng the notes �n the f�rst place - keep focused.
Don't try to remember everyth�ng you read on journal, �t can't be done.
Don't forget to rev�s�t and organ�se your notes and get them systemat�cally arranged so that you can f�nd the
�nformat�on you need when you want �t.
Don't be afra�d of try�ng d�fferent ways of tak�ng notes - try l�sts, colours, bullet po�nts, underl�n�ng,
h�ghl�ght�ng and m�nd-mapp�ng. Exper�ment�ng w�th var�ous methods helps students d�scover the techn�que
that su�ts them.
Don't take notes all the t�me - spend some t�me th�nk�ng and cr�t�s�ng the content of the Journal

 Students should avoid these
mistakes when taking notes

 
 
 



WRITING ACTIVITY: 
ANALYZING YOUR READING

HABITS

G�ve students a task about
read�ng Engl�sh journals for two
weeks us�ng the�r new cr�t�cal
sk�lls.

Ask them to l�st all the�r read�ng
�n the last two weeks. 

Ask them to try l�st�ng as many
texts as they can th�nk of, no
matter how short and
un�mportant they m�ght seem. 

 

The act�v�ty w
�ll boos �ntterpret�ve sk�lls

w
h�le st�m

ulat�ng cr�t�cal th�nk�ng



WRITING ACTIVITY: 
ANALYZING YOUR READING

HABITS

The news, �n contrast to textbooks, �s frequently uncerta�n and even challenged. It may
�nclude complex soc�al d�ff�cult�es. Read�ng and prov�d�ng thoughtful commentary on
news are common "l�teracy" descr�ptors. Teachers are prompted to reevaluate the�r
expert�se and �nstruct�onal strateg�es by the d�ff�culty of us�ng Engl�sh-based news
successfully.

Teachers can encourage bas�c l�teracy and cr�t�cal read�ng sk�lls by mak�ng systemat�c
and creat�ve use of med�a reports w�th an Engl�sh component �n order to spark
students' �nterest �n Engl�sh and establ�sh connect�ons outs�de of the classroom. News
med�a can also be used to �ntroduce students to language �nqu�ry components.

By g�v�ng students the tools to �nteract w�th and respond cr�t�cally to �ssues that
d�rectly �mpact them, you may advance c�v�c educat�on by help�ng k�ds develop the�r
cr�t�cal read�ng ab�l�t�es.

 

The act�v�ty w
�ll boos �ntterpret�ve sk�lls

w
h�le st�m

ulat�ng cr�t�cal th�nk�ng



What was the�r purpose �n read�ng each of those texts? D�d they read for �nformat�on, to
pass a test, for enjoyment, to dec�de on a product they wanted to buy, and so on? Or, d�d
they read to f�gure out some complex problem that keeps them awake at n�ght?,

They have probably come up w�th a l�st of d�fferent purposes. How d�d each of those
purposes �nfluence the�r read�ng strateg�es? D�d they take notes or try to memor�ze what
they read? How long d�d �t take them to read d�fferent texts? D�d they beg�n at the
beg�nn�ng and read t�ll they reached the end, or d�d they browse some texts?

Ask them to cons�der the t�me of day that they were read�ng. Cons�der even whether some
texts t�red them out or whether they thought �t was “bor�ng.” Why?

What d�d they do w�th the results of the�r read�ng? D�d they use them for some pract�cal
purpose, such as buy�ng a new product or f�nd�ng d�rect�ons, or d�d they use them for a
less pract�cal purpose, such as understand�ng some top�c better or learn�ng someth�ng
about themselves and others?

Now, they should answer the follow�ng quest�ons.

 

When they f�n�sh, they should  share the results w�th the rest of the class and the teacher.



(PDF) The use of methods and techn�ques to �mprove cr�t�cal th�nk�ng (researchgate.net)
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Analys�s of cr�t�cal read�ng strateg�es and �ts effect on college engl�sh read�ng (academypubl�cat�on.com)
Develop�ng Cr�t�cal Read�ng �n EFL Classroom – Un�vers�tas Kr�sten Indones�a (wordpress.com)
L�terature Rev�ew and Cr�t�cal Analys�s tool for Researchers | RAx (raxter.�o)
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