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NAVIGATING THEGREEK
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM



THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM HAS A RICH HISTORY DATING BACK TO ANCIENT TIMES, LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR
MODERN EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES. TODAY, GREECE PLACES SIGNIFICANT IMPORTANCE ON EDUCATION, AIMING TO FOSTER A
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND SKILLED CITIZENRY. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF THE KEY ASPECTS OF THE GREEK
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.

I. STRUCTURE OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM:
COMPULSORY EDUCATION:

EDUCATION IN GREECE IS COMPULSORY FOR CHILDREN AGED 6 TO 15.

PRIMARY EDUCATION, KNOWN AS "DIMOTIKO," SPANS SIX YEARS, FOLLOWED BY THREE YEARS OF LOWER SECONDARY
EDUCATION, OR "GYMNASIO."

UPPER SECONDARY EDUCATION:

FOLLOWING GYMNASIO, STUDENTS ENTER UPPER SECONDARY EDUCATION, OR "LYKEIO," WHICH IS TYPICALLY A THREE-YEAR
PROGRAM.

LYKEIO OFFERS DIFFERENT STREAMS, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO SPECIALIZE IN HUMANITIES, SCIENCES, OR VOCATIONAL TRACKS.
1l. HIGHER EDUCATION:

UNIVERSITIES AND TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS:

GREECE HAS A STRONG TRADITION OF HIGHER EDUCATION, WITH NUMEROUS UNIVERSITIES AND TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS.

THE COUNTRY IS RENOWNED FOR ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO PHILOSOPHY, ARTS, AND SCIENCES, MAKING HIGHER EDUCATION A KEY
ASPECT OF ITS CULTURAL HERITAGE.

ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION:

ADMISSION TO HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS IS BASED ON A NATIONAL EXAMINATION SYSTEM (PANHELLENIC EXAMS) TAKEN
AT THE END OF LYKEIO.

AS OF RECENT YEARS, EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO REFORM THE UNIVERSITY ADMISSION PROCESS AND ENHANCE ITS
TRANSPARENCY.

11l. CHALLENGES AND REFORMS:

ECONOMIC CHALLENGES:

ECONOMIC CHALLENGES HAVE IMPACTED THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM, LEADING TO BUDGET CONSTRAINTS AND RESOURCE
LIMITATIONS.

PERIODS OF AUSTERITY HAVE INFLUENCED INFRASTRUCTURE, STAFFING, AND OVERALL EDUCATIONAL QUALITY.

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION:

LIKE MANY EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS GLOBALLY, GREECE HAS BEEN UNDERGOING A DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION, INCORPORATING
TECHNOLOGY INTO CLASSROOMS AND ENHANCING E-LEARNING PLATFORMS.
IV. CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

EMPHASIS ON LANGUAGE AND CLASSICS:

THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM PLACES A STRONG EMPHASIS ON THE GREEK LANGUAGE, LITERATURE, AND CLASSICS,
REFLECTING THE COUNTRY'S CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE.
PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE:

EDUCATIONAL CURRICULA INCLUDE THE STUDY OF ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHY, LITERATURE, AND HISTORY, CONTRIBUTING TO
THE PRESERVATION OF THE COUNTRY'S CULTURAL HERITAGE.
CONCLUSION:

WHILE THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM FACES CHALLENGES, IT CONTINUES TO PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE
INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL IDENTITY OF THE NATION. EFFORTS TO ADDRESS ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS, EMBRACE
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, AND ADAPT TO CHANGING EDUCATIONAL NEEDS WILL LIKELY CONTRIBUTE TO THE
CONTINUED EVOLUTION OF THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE.



INTERVIEW WITH MARIA PAPADOPOULOS, A GREEK LANGUAGE TEACHER

INTERVIEWER: GOOD DAY, MARIA! THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO SHARE YOUR INSIGHTS WITH US. TO
BEGIN, COULD YOU TELL US ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE AS A GREEK LANGUAGE TEACHER?

MARIA: HELLO! I'M DELIGHTED TO BE HERE. I'VE BEEN A GREEK LANGUAGE TEACHER FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS. |
COMPLETED MY STUDIES IN GREEK LITERATURE AND EDUCATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS, AND SINCE
THEN, I'VE BEEN PASSIONATE ABOUT IMPARTING THE RICHNESS OF THE GREEK LANGUAGE AND CULTURE TO MY
STUDENTS.

INTERVIEWER: THAT'S WONDERFUL! CAN YOU PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM,
PARTICULARLY IN TERMS OF LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION?

MARIA: CERTAINLY. IN GREECE, LANGUAGE EDUCATION IS A CENTRAL FOCUS. WE BEGIN WITH THE
FUNDAMENTALS IN PRIMARY SCHOOL, WHERE CHILDREN START LEARNING GREEK GRAMMAR, LITERATURE, AND
BASIC COMMUNICATION SKILLS. AS THEY PROGRESS THROUGH GYMNASIO (LOWER SECONDARY) AND LYKEIO
(UPPER SECONDARY), THE CURRICULUM BECOMES MORE SPECIALIZED, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO DELVE DEEPER
INTO GREEK LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE.

INTERVIEWER: HOW DO YOU INCORPORATE THE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GREEK
LANGUAGE INTO YOUR LESSONS?

MARIA: IT'S CRUCIAL TO HELP STUDENTS SEE THE LIVING CONNECTION BETWEEN THE LANGUAGE THEY'RE
LEARNING AND ITS CULTURAL ROOTS. | OFTEN INTEGRATE EXCERPTS FROM ANCIENT GREEK TEXTS, DISCUSS
HISTORICAL EVENTS, AND EXPLORE GREEK LITERATURE TO SHOWCASE THE BEAUTY AND DEPTH OF OUR
LANGUAGE. UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT ENRICHES THEIR APPRECIATION FOR GREEK.

INTERVIEWER: GIVEN RECENT CHALLENGES, INCLUDING ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS, HAVE YOU NOTICED ANY
CHANGES OR ADAPTATIONS IN THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM?

MARIA: ABSOLUTELY. ECONOMIC CHALLENGES HAVE INFLUENCED THE EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE. WE'VE HAD TO
BECOME MORE RESOURCEFUL AND CREATIVE IN USING AVAILABLE MATERIALS. THERE'S A GROWING EMPHASIS
ON DIGITAL RESOURCES AND E-LEARNING PLATFORMS, ESPECIALLY AFTER THE RECENT PUSH FOR MORE REMOTE
LEARNING DURING CHALLENGING TIMES.

INTERVIEWER: HOW DO YOU VIEW THE IMPORTANCE OF THE GREEK LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN THE BROADER
CONTEXT OF EDUCATION AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT?

MARIA: THE GREEK LANGUAGE IS MORE THAN A TOOL FOR COMMUNICATION; IT'S A VESSEL OF OUR CULTURAL
IDENTITY. BEYOND LINGUISTIC SKILLS, STUDENTS GAIN AN APPRECIATION FOR CRITICAL THINKING, HISTORICAL
AWARENESS, AND THE BEAUTY OF EXPRESSION. IT PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN SHAPING WELL-ROUNDED
INDIVIDUALS WITH A STRONG CONNECTION TO THEIR HERITAGE.

INTERVIEWER: LASTLY, WHAT CHANGES OR IMPROVEMENTS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IN THE GREEK
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN THE FUTURE?

MARIA: | BELIEVE ONGOING EFFORTS TO MODERNIZE AND ADAPT THE CURRICULUM TO THE NEEDS OF THE
DIGITAL AGE ARE ESSENTIAL. ADDITIONALLY, INCREASED INVESTMENT IN RESOURCES, INFRASTRUCTURE, AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR EDUCATORS WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE ROBUST EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM.

INTERVIEWER: THANK YOU, MARIA, FOR SHARING YOUR VALUABLE PERSPECTIVES ON THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM AND YOUR ROLE AS A TEACHER. IT'S BEEN ENLIGHTENING!

MARIA: THANK YOU FOR HAVING ME. IT'S ALWAYS A PLEASURE TO DISCUSS THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION
AND THE GREEK LANGUAGE.



INTERVIEW WITH NIKOS ANTONIOU, A GREEK UNIVERSITY STUDENT

INTERVIEWER: GOOD DAY, NIKOS! THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY. TO START, COULD YOU TELL US A BIT ABOUT
YOURSELF AND YOUR ACADEMIC JOURNEY SO FAR?

NIKOS: HELLO! I'M NIKOS ANTONIOU, A 21-YEAR-OLD STUDENT FROM THESSALONIKI, GREECE. I'M CURRENTLY STUDYING
ECONOMICS AT ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI. MY ACADEMIC JOURNEY HAS BEEN QUITE INTERESTING,
NAVIGATING THROUGH THE CHALLENGES AND JOYS OF UNIVERSITY LIFE.

INTERVIEWER: THAT SOUNDS FASCINATING. CAN YOU SHARE YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON THE HIGHER EDUCATION EXPERIENCE IN
GREECE, PARTICULARLY STUDYING ECONOMICS?

NIKOS: CERTAINLY. HIGHER EDUCATION IN GREECE, ESPECIALLY IN FIELDS LIKE ECONOMICS, PROVIDES A ROBUST ACADEMIC
FOUNDATION. ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY IS KNOWN FOR ITS ESTEEMED FACULTY AND RIGOROUS COURSEWORK. THE
ECONOMICS PROGRAM EMPHASIZES A COMBINATION OF THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION,
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR VARIOUS ROLES IN THE ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE.

INTERVIEWER: HOW HAS THE TRANSITION FROM SECONDARY EDUCATION TO UNIVERSITY BEEN FOR YOU?

NIKOS: IT WAS A SIGNIFICANT TRANSITION, BOTH ACADEMICALLY AND PERSONALLY. UNIVERSITY LIFE DEMANDS A HIGHER
LEVEL OF INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-DISCIPLINE. THE WORKLOAD IS MORE INTENSE, AND YOU'RE EXPECTED TO ENGAGE
CRITICALLY WITH THE MATERIAL. HOWEVER, IT'S ALSO A TIME OF PERSONAL GROWTH AND EXPLORATION, MEETING NEW
PEOPLE AND EXPANDING ONE'S HORIZONS.

INTERVIEWER: AS A STUDENT IN GREECE, DO YOU FEEL THAT THERE ARE AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES OR INTERNSHIPS RELATED TO YOUR FIELD OF STUDY?

NIKOS: ABSOLUTELY. THE UNIVERSITY ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN VARIOUS EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES,
FROM STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS TO RESEARCH PROJECTS. THERE ARE ALSO OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERNSHIPS, ALLOWING US
TO APPLY THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE IN REAL-WORLD SETTINGS. THESE EXPERIENCES ARE INVALUABLE FOR OUR
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

INTERVIEWER: GIVEN THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES GREECE HAS FACED, DO YOU SEE ANY EFFECTS ON THE UNIVERSITY
EXPERIENCE OR THE JOB PROSPECTS FOR STUDENTS?

NIKOS: THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES HAVE INDEED INFLUENCED BOTH UNIVERSITY LIFE AND JOB PROSPECTS. WHILE THERE
MAY BE LIMITATIONS IN TERMS OF RESOURCES AND FUNDING, THE UNIVERSITY IS RESILIENT AND CONTINUES TO PROVIDE
QUALITY EDUCATION. IN TERMS OF JOB PROSPECTS, IT'S A COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE, AND STUDENTS OFTEN SEEK
INTERNSHIPS AND ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATIONS TO ENHANCE THEIR EMPLOYABILITY.

INTERVIEWER: HOW DO YOU ENVISION THE ROLE OF YOUR EDUCATION IN SHAPING YOUR FUTURE AND CONTRIBUTING TO
THE BROADER SOCIETY?

NIKOS: | BELIEVE EDUCATION IS A POWERFUL TOOL FOR PERSONAL AND SOCIETAL CHANGE. MY STUDIES IN ECONOMICS
EQUIP ME WITH THE KNOWLEDGE TO UNDERSTAND ECONOMIC DYNAMICS AND CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO SOCIETY. |
ASPIRE TO APPLY MY SKILLS IN ADDRESSING ECONOMIC CHALLENGES AND FOSTERING POSITIVE CHANGE.

INTERVIEWER: LASTLY, WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS OR THOSE CONSIDERING STUDYING IN
GREECE?

NIKOS: MY ADVICE WOULD BE TO APPROACH UNIVERSITY WITH AN OPEN MIND AND A PROACTIVE ATTITUDE. ENGAGE WITH
YOUR PROFESSORS, PARTICIPATE IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, AND SEEK INTERNSHIPS TO COMPLEMENT YOUR
ACADEMIC LEARNING. EMBRACE THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONAL AND INTELLECTUAL GROWTH THAT UNIVERSITY LIFE
OFFERS.

INTERVIEWER: THANK YOU, NIKOS, FOR SHARING YOUR INSIGHTS INTO THE GREEK HIGHER EDUCATION EXPERIENCE. IT'S
BEEN A PLEASURE TALKING WITH YOU!

NIKOS: THANK YOU FOR HAVING ME. | HOPE MY EXPERIENCES PROVIDE USEFUL INSIGHTS FOR THOSE CONSIDERING HIGHER
EDUCATION IN GREECE.



NTERVIEW WITH DR. MARIA GEORGIOU, HIGH SCHOOL HEADMASTER IN THESSALONIKI

INTERVIEWER: DR. GEORGIOU, THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY. COULD YOU SHARE A BIT ABOUT YOUR
BACKGROUND AND YOUR JOURNEY TO BECOMING A HIGH SCHOOL HEADMASTER?

DR. GEORGIOU: HELLO, AND THANK YOU FOR HAVING ME. | BEGAN MY CAREER IN EDUCATION OVER TWO DECADES
AGO AS A TEACHER IN ATHENS. OVER THE YEARS, I'VE BEEN DEDICATED TO FOSTERING A POSITIVE LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT. THIS COMMITMENT LED ME TO VARIOUS ADMINISTRATIVE ROLES, AND NOW | SERVE AS THE
HEADMASTER OF A HIGH SCHOOL.

INTERVIEWER: AS A HIGH SCHOOL HEADMASTER, WHAT ARE THE KEY RESPONSIBILITIES AND CHALLENGES YOU
FACE IN THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM?

DR. GEORGIOU: THE ROLE OF A HIGH SCHOOL HEADMASTER IS MULTIFACETED. | OVERSEE THE SCHOOL'S DAILY
OPERATIONS, COLLABORATE WITH TEACHERS TO ENHANCE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, AND ENSURE A SAFE AND
INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR STUDENTS. CHALLENGES INCLUDE ADAPTING TO EVOLVING EDUCATIONAL POLICIES
AND ADDRESSING THE INDIVIDUAL NEEDS OF A DIVERSE STUDENT BODY.

INTERVIEWER: HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT IN YOUR HIGH SCHOOL? ARE THERE
SPECIFIC PROGRAMS OR INITIATIVES THAT SET YOUR SCHOOL APART?

DR. GEORGIOU: OUR SCHOOL PLACES A STRONG EMPHASIS ON HOLISTIC EDUCATION. BEYOND ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE, WE PRIORITIZE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT. WE HAVE INITIATED PROGRAMS PROMOTING DIGITAL LITERACY AND CRITICAL THINKING,
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE CHALLENGES OF THE MODERN WORLD.

INTERVIEWER: GREECE HAS A RICH CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL HERITAGE. HOW DOES THIS HERITAGE INFLUENCE
THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN YOUR SCHOOL?

DR. GEORGIOU: GREECE'S CULTURAL HERITAGE IS INTEGRAL TO OUR EDUCATIONAL APPROACH. WE INTEGRATE THE
STUDY OF CLASSICAL LITERATURE, HISTORY, AND PHILOSOPHY INTO OUR CURRICULUM, INSTILLING IN STUDENTS A
DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THEIR CULTURAL ROOTS. THIS CONNECTION TO OUR HERITAGE FOSTERS A SENSE OF
IDENTITY AND PRIDE.

INTERVIEWER: HOW HAS THE RECENT GLOBAL SITUATION, INCLUDING THE PANDEMIC, IMPACTED HIGH SCHOOLS IN
GREECE, AND HOW HAVE YOU NAVIGATED THESE CHALLENGES?

DR. GEORGIOU: THE PANDEMIC HAS POSED UNPRECEDENTED CHALLENGES. WE SWIFTLY ADAPTED TO REMOTE
LEARNING, UTILIZING DIGITAL TOOLS TO ENSURE CONTINUITY IN EDUCATION. NAVIGATING THESE CHALLENGES
REQUIRED COLLABORATION WITH TEACHERS, PARENTS, AND STUDENTS. DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES, IT
HIGHLIGHTED THE RESILIENCE OF OUR EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY.

INTERVIEWER: IN TERMS OF THE STUDENTS' FUTURE ENDEAVORS, WHAT EFFORTS ARE MADE TO GUIDE THEM
TOWARD HIGHER EDUCATION OR CAREER PATHS?

DR. GEORGIOU: WE PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE CAREER GUIDANCE, HELPING STUDENTS EXPLORE THEIR INTERESTS
AND SET REALISTIC GOALS. WE COLLABORATE WITH UNIVERSITIES AND PROFESSIONALS TO OFFER INSIGHTS INTO
VARIOUS FIELDS. ADDITIONALLY, WE SUPPORT STUDENTS IN PREPARING FOR NATIONAL EXAMS AND PURSUING
HIGHER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES BOTH IN GREECE AND ABROAD.

INTERVIEWER: LASTLY, WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE FUTURE OF HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IN GREECE, AND WHAT
CHANGES OR IMPROVEMENTS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

DR. GEORGIOU: THE FUTURE OF HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IN GREECE LIES IN ADAPTABILITY AND INNOVATION.
EMBRACING DIGITAL RESOURCES, FOSTERING CRITICAL THINKING, AND ADDRESSING INDIVIDUAL LEARNING NEEDS
ARE CRUCIAL. CONTINUED INVESTMENT IN PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR EDUCATORS AND INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENTS WILL CONTRIBUTE TO AN ENRICHED EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE.

INTERVIEWER: THANK YOU, DR. GEORGIOU, FOR SHARING YOUR INSIGHTS INTO THE CHALLENGES AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IN GREECE. IT'S BEEN A PLEASURE SPEAKING WITH YOU.
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